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          March 9, 2022 
 
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of Connecticut General Assembly: 
  
My name is Maegan Reed and I’m from New Haven. I’m an attorney at IRIS, Integrated Refugee 
& Immigrant Services, where I work as part of the Connecticut Coalition for Immigrant Freedom 
(CCIF).  

I fully support SB284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO EIGHTEEN 
YEARS FOR AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS. Connecticut must expand access to HUSKY 
up to age 18 for all Connecticut residents regardless of immigration status. Children up to age 18 
need this protection now, and I strongly urge you to create a plan to expand healthcare access to 
ALL Connecticut residents, including parents and adults, as soon as possible. 
 
As part of CCIF, I represent undocumented immigrants in their removal cases in immigration 
court. Undocumented immigrants are not guaranteed a lawyer in their court proceedings if they 
cannot afford one, so lawyers at CCIF represent our clients pro bono. The families we represent 
work very hard to put food on the table, have clothes and shelter, and other basic necessities. 
Because of their immigration status, it is incredibly difficult for them to access the medical care 
they need, such as routine primary care visits and mental health resources.  

Many of my clients are children and teens under the age of eighteen. Yet, almost all of them are 
ineligible for free medical insurance in Connecticut because of their age. During the pandemic, I 
have had young clients who were infected with Covid-19 and another client who had to have an 
emergency surgery. As many clients do not have a primary care physician, bills for hospital 
visits stack up. These costs add additional worry for families that are already struggling to afford 
their basic needs.  

Many of my clients are victims of trauma, either in their countries of birth or on the journey to 
the United States. Many have fled persecution, poverty, food insecurity, and armed conflict. For 
this reason, several clients experience Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and cannot afford 
the mental health services they need out of pocket. When I encounter a client with symptoms of 
PTSD, depression, and anxiety, I want to refer them to get additional help, but this task is almost 
impossible. There are very few mental health resources for the uninsured and those that do exist 
are at capacity. For the children and teens I represent, I regularly see how a lack of medical and 
mental health services can affect their ability to focus and thrive in school.  

Healthcare needs to be a right, not a privilege in Connecticut. I wholeheartedly support S.B. 284 
and I ask the committee to support and pass this legislation. Looking forward, I also hope that 
the committee opens healthcare access to all immigrants regardless of age.  

 



Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
 
Maegan Reed 

 


